
spurred me on towards Christ

-likeness. And for that I in-

tend on keeping in touch. 

And in order to best convey 

information and entertain 

myself, I intend to write these 

letters to you (your house, a 

certain congregation or 

group, your family) as a mix 

between a newspaper and a 

Pauline epistle. Thus I give 

you the Philadelphia Epistle!! 

My request is that you share 

it. That this letter does not sit 

idly on your desk or fridge, 

but that it is passed from 

friend to friend, from brother 

to brother, that it is read at 

gatherings or your local 

Applebee’s, just as I imagine 

Paul’s letter’s were often 

heralded from church to 

church!! 

Paul usually starts his letters 

by reminding the reader/

listener that he is prayerfully 

thankful for their faith. He 

says something to the effect 

of, “I have not stopped giv-

ing thanks for you, remem-

bering you in my prayers.”  

I’m not quite there yet, but I 

hope to soon be. It is my 

hope that because of the 

community we shared, the 

closeness of bond between 

us, that my heart will be in-

clined often to thank God 

that you were in my life.  

Because it is easy to take a 

relationship for granted 

when proximity is a given. 

But as you are very well 

aware my proximity will 

soon change. And it changes 

this very 29th of August. That 

is when I arrive in Philadel-

phia to start my year spent 

with Mission Year; teaching 

kids, leading after school 

programs, investing holisti-

cally in my community, be-

friending, helping, and es-

teeming the poor.  

And somehow you (yes, you 

dearest reader) have helped 

me get to this point.  Some-

how you have refreshed my 

spirit,  inclined my passion, 

followed under my lead, 

challenged me to lead, or 

Departure Date Determined! 

Launch Goal: 2/3 There!! 
Giving Instructions on Back 

I have reflected much on the edification 

(look it up if you don’t know what it 

means) that happens when we give finan-

cially. It binds us. When someone owes 

you a debt, you find them, you remain in 

contact, sometimes if only to get your 

money back! 

How much more with the debt of love we 

have in the body of Christ. We give to 

the kingdom mission and we keep in con-

tact, not for a material 

return, but for a spiri-

tual earning that unites 

the Church to the mis-

sion of grace that Christ 

calls us all to. 

That being said I am 

still about  $4,000 

short of my Mission 

Year Launch Goal of 

$12,000 for the year. 

By some of your gifts I 

have already raised 

$8,000 and for that I 

thank you  greatly!! 

However if you have not 

assisted me in this yet or 

would like to give more 

in the future please con-

sider doing so. I thank 

you all for your gener-

osity, your commitment 

to me, and moreover 

your commitment to 

Christ and His Kingdom!!! 

 

Contact Info: 
 E-MAIL:   JOEX74@AOL.COM 

 CELL:       330.289.9234 

 BLOGS:      

            JOETUCKER.WORDPRESS.COM 

             MISSIONYEAR.ORG/BLOG/          

            JOSEPHTUCKER 

 ADDRESS (AKRON): 

 1327 DIETZ AVE.       

 AKRON, OH 44301 

 ADDRESS (PHILLY):    

 NEXT NEWSLETTER... 

PRAY FOR ME AS I TRANSISTION OUT 
OF AKRON AND INTO PHILLY. 

 

PRAY FOR ALL THE MINISTRIES I LEAVE 
BEHIND, THAT THEY WILL CONTINUE TO 
THRIVE: CF, REACH AKRON, EHKO, 
USHERING-ILLUMINATE 

 

PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES I AM ENTER-

ING INTO IN PHILLY (WHATEVER THEY 
MAY BE??) 

 

PRAISE GOD FOR ALL THE AMAZING 
FRIENDSHIPS THAT I HAVE MADE AND 
SUSTAINED IN AKRON, PRAY THAT WE 
ENDURE AS FRIENDS 

 

PRAY THAT THE FULL AMOUNT OF 
SUPPORT COMES IN 

 

PRAISE GOD FOR THE OPPORTUNITY 
AND ABILITY TO SERVE 

 

PRAY FOR THE WORKERS IN GOD’S 
FIELD, THAT THERE WOULD BE WORKERS 
FOR THE HARVEST. 

 

Prayer Requests and 

Praises 

Joe Tucker, a servant of the most High God through the abundant grace found in Christ Jesus alone, 
living for His commission in Philadelphia, striving for justice and peace, belaboring by love.  
 
To the holy ones, the saints, called and sealed with the Holy Spirit, to friends, supporters, brothers, 
sisters, family, and all the beloved in and through Christ  
 
Grace and Peace 

T H E  L E T T E R S  O F  J O E  T U C K E R  T O  T H E  C H U R C H  F A R  A N D  W I D E  
A U G U S T  2 0 0 8  

The Philadelphia Epistle 



I find that nearly everyday I 

learn more and more about 

what exactly I will be doing 

in Philadelphia; a query that 

I have often mused over and 

that many of you have in-

quired about.  However a 

friend of mine has cautioned 

me to enter this year with 

little to no expectations. 

Not that I do not expect  

amazing things to happen. I 

assuredly do. Rather, that I 

would allow myself to let 

what happens, happen with-

out a preconceived bias of 

what should happen. 

That being said I preface this 

information with the prob-

ability of change. The chance 

that the information I now 

present to you may be incor-

rect or change dynamically 

within the next month. 

To the best of my knowledge 

while in Philadelphia I will be 

working with LOGAN Hope 

school. This school is located 

in a predominantly Cambo-

dian neighborhood of Philly 

and enrolls not the economi-

cal elite, but the ones who 

can least afford a private 

academy. Moreover, this 

school accepts students of all 

academic clout.  

The Mission Year members in 

my house (whom I have fi-

nally talked to!!) and I will 

work with this school in tutor-

ing, after school programs, 

and summer programming.  

Again, I’m not 100% sure on 

all the details here, but I am 

excited for the virtues of ser-

vice, education, and the un-

derlying premise of love and 

community that this ministry 

represents. Assuredly expect 

updates as I find out more. 

you’ve already supported me 

in my life thus far. Because, 

many of you have been wait-

ing for this letter from me for 

quite some time! So, you can 

send your tax-deductible con-

tributions, made payable to 

Mission Year to P.O. Box 

17628, Atlanta, GA 30316.  

Please make sure to designate 

your donation toward my sup-

port by writing my Account 

Fund # (08-0012) on the 

memo line of the check.  Mis-

sion Year will send a receipt 

for each gift given.  Do not 

 I must tell you of the logistics 

here. Mission Year asks me to 

raise $12,000 ($1000/month) 

of support for the year to 

cover the cost of living, eat-

ing, transportation, health 

insurance, and training during 

my one-year commitment to 

ministry in the city. And 

strangely I feel comfortable 

asking you for your help with 

this. Because I know how it 

edifies the church. Because 

write my name anywhere on 

the check, as this may negate 

the tax deductibility of your 

donation.   

 

You can also donate online at 

www.missionyear.org. Find 

my blog: 

www.missionyear.orgblog/

josephtucker and simply click 

the Donate Now button! 

 

Again thank you for your 

support and prayer and I look 

forward to the  edification that 

follows!! 

What Are You Doing In Philly? Details Forthwith Comingé. 

How To Donate! 

Blog Excerpt: A Blissful Surrender 

And I found myself thinking 

this song has never been truer 

for me than at this very mo-

ment. That the act of going to 

Philly to serve and love was 

for me a very real, exciting, 

and (once again let’s be hon-

est) scary way of giving up 

my dreams, my heart, my 

pride, and my life. And that 

over the past few weeks I 

have found myself in the 

place where faith is enacted. 

Where one must believe and 

trust God because one has no 

choice not too. Control has 

been lost. 

And to what end? What is the 

result of this blissful surren-

der??? 

Knowing God. Paul writes 

that he would gladly discredit 

all his earthly accomplish-

ments if only to know Christ 

more. And I’m slowly coming 

closer to that. And it requires 

a faith that is new to me. New 

and exciting. 

I attended one of my last col-

lege gatherings in Akron last 

night and was deeply moved 

by two of the songs we sang 

at the end of the night. The 

songs seemed to hold more 

authority and truth at this 

juncture in my life. With 

Philadelphia and Mission 

Year swiftly (and anxiously) 

approaching and the idea of 

leaving Akron becoming both 

more tangible and slightly 

unnerving (in all honesty). 

The Philadelphia Epistle 

In true Joe Tucker style I copied and 
pasted this excerpt from my original 
support letter, if it looks familiar to 

you. That’s how I do.  

 
 
A Map of Philadelphia! Where 
will I be lining?? Somewhere in 

the North-East (I think) 

FOR MORE BLOGGING 

STORIES, THOUGHTS, 

LAUGHS, AND THE EVER 

POPULAR FACIAL HAIR 

AWARENSS CAMPIAGN, 

CHECK OUT 

JOETUCKER.WORDPRESS.

COM 



This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse 

content from other marketing 

materials, such as press re-

leases, market studies, and 

reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might 

be to sell your product or 

service, the key to a success-

ful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful 

content to your newsletter is 

to develop and write your 

own articles, or include a 

calendar of upcoming events 

or a special offer that pro-

motes a new product. 

You can also research articles 

or find “filler” articles by 

accessing the World Wide 

Web. You can write about a 

variety of topics but try to 

keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put 

in your newsletter can also 

be used for your Web site. 

Microsoft Publisher offers a 

simple way to convert your 

newsletter to a Web publica-

tion. So, when you’re finished 

writing your newsletter, con-

vert it to a Web site and 

post it. 

convey. Avoid selecting im-

ages that appear to be out 

of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes 

thousands of clip art images 

from which you can choose 

and import into your newslet-

ter. There are also several 

tools you can use to draw 

shapes and symbols. 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics 

is an important part of add-

ing content to your newslet-

ter. 

Think about your article and 

ask yourself if the picture 

supports or enhances the 

message you’re trying to 

Once you have chosen an 

image, place it close to the 

article. Be sure to place the 

caption of the image near 

the image. 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed 

internally, you might comment 

upon new procedures or im-

provements to the business. 

Sales figures or earnings will 

show how your business is 

growing. 

Some newsletters include a 

column that is updated every 

issue, for instance, an advice 

column, a book review, a 

letter from the president, or 

an editorial. You can also 

profile new employees or top 

customers or vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 

words. 

The subject matter that ap-

pears in newsletters is virtu-

ally endless. You can include 

stories that focus on current 

technologies or innovations in 

your field. 

You may also want to note 

business or economic trends, 

or make predictions for your 

Page 3 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

Caption describing picture or 
graphic. 

“TO CATCH THE 

READER'S 

ATTENTION, 

PLACE AN 

INTERESTING 

SENTENCE OR 

QUOTE FROM 

THE STORY 

HERE.” 



zation is a good way to give 

your newsletter a personal 

touch. If your organization is 

small, you may want to list 

the names of all employees. 

If you have any prices of 

standard products or ser-

vices, you can include a listing 

of those here. You may want 

to refer your readers to any 

other forms of communication 

that you’ve created for your 

organization. 

You can also use this space to 

remind readers to mark their 

calendars for a regular 

event, such as a breakfast 

meeting for vendors every 

third Tuesday of the month, 

or a biannual charity auction. 

This story can fit 175-225 

words. 

If your newsletter is folded 

and mailed, this story will 

appear on the back. So, it’s a 

good idea to make it easy to 

read at a glance. 

A question and answer ses-

sion is a good way to quickly 

capture the attention of 

readers. You can either com-

pile questions that you’ve 

received since the last edition 

or you can summarize some 

generic questions that are 

frequently asked about your 

organization. 

A listing of names and titles 

of managers in your organi-

If space is available, this is a 

good place to insert a clip 

art image or some other 

graphic. 

Back Page Story Headline 

Primary Business Address 

Your Address Line 2 

Your Address Line 3 

Your Address Line 4 

Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

E-mail: someone@example.com 

Weõre on the Web! 

example.com 

This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about your organization. It might include 

the purpose of the organization, its mission, founding date, and a brief history. You could also in-

clude a brief list of the types of products, services, or programs your organization offers, the geo-

graphic area covered (for example, western U.S. or European markets), and a profile of the types 

of customers or members served.  

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers who want more information about the 

organization. 

Caption describing pic-
ture or graphic. 

Your business tag line here. 
Organization  

B U S I N E S S  N A M E  


